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West Virginia, said company
president Steve Cohén.

In order to grow locally, the.
facility needed water and

sewer service, Cohen said. The
county’s economic develop-
_ment manager Rob Klinger
-and grants- coordinator Sue
"Spiker were instrumental in
helping get waterlines extend-
ed underneath-1-70 arid pulling
together state grant funding to
help pay for'it; Cohen said.

Without theu‘ efforts, The

Screen Machine likely would
have moved elsewhere instead
of adding an expected 25 jobs
“over the next three years, he
" said.

“Without Rob Klinger and the
organization he led, there’s no
"way we would have expanded
there because 1 wouldn’t have
.even known how to begin the
process,” Cohen said. “I know

, everything there is' to know
about my business,.but 1 know
“virtually nothing about the de:
velopment business, and he
helped us every step of the

"~ way.”

The'task force has compiled-a
preliminary list of about 300 of
the county’s most significant
employers; such as manufac-
turers, warehouse operators
and others that add value to the
community, Klinger said, Two-
person teams will visit compa-
nies on the_list and interview
their executives to learn more
about their operation-and what
their needs are, he said.

Hand-in-hand thh the reten-

tion and expansion task force

efforts, _another new group
called Workenomics seeks to
help develop a local workforce
that best meets companies’
needs. Workenomics is a part-
nership of workforce develop-
ment organizations like Career
and ‘Technology Education
Centers of Licking County, and
Job and Family Services, as
well as public-and private sec-
tor developers like Anderson
Layman Co. and Southgate
Corp.

Fred Paul, who coordinates
business and industry partner-
ships at C-TEC, said the two
groups complement each
other’s work and many people

‘meet people,

are involved in both.

Workenomics aims to make-
the area more attractive to
companies by providing accu-
rate data about the local work-
force, opportunities to train
workers for specific jobs and
access to grant funding avail-
able for training, Paul said.

Phil Cook, a sales representa-
tive with Newark dévelopment
company Southgate Corp., said
participating -in the partner-
ship makes good sense because
it- helps the county by adding
jobs and gives developers like
him more opportunities to do
business.

“We're going to be interview-
ing potentxal clients all ‘over
the community. That’s going to
give us a structured way to
identify their
needs and fill their needs,”
Cook said. “Everybody bene-
fits if a company comes in or
expands. If the community ben-
efits we will benefit eventually,
too.”

Jason Main can be reached at
(740) 328-8544 or
jmain@newarkadvocate.com



